Greetings Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

As we journey through another Advent and Christmas season, we again enter together the darkening days of
winter, awaiting the joy of celebrating the “...light that pierces the darkness” — the dawn of Light and Hope for the
World, our One Saviour, Jesus Christ.

The simple quote above — from St. Carlos Acutis,who was canonized earlier this Jubilee Year by Pope Leo XIV—
provides focus and inspiration for our journey: “to always be close to Jesus.” Indeed, Jesus —who comes as a little
babe in the poverty of the wintertime — is our Way, Truth, Life!

At this time, | am particularly aware that thejourney we take together— as children of our One God — is a jour-
ney guided by the Holy Spirit into ever deeper communion, participation, and mission.

Communion, participation, and mission are the goals and the focus of the ongoing “Synod on Synodality” that
was first launched by Pope Francis, and is now being implemented around the world under the encouragement and
leadership of Pope Leo.

Synodality is described as a way of walking together through mutual listening, dialogue and discernment—
wisely using the gift of our human faculties to determine what God’s will for us is. And we don’t just do that personal-
ly, we do that together, guidedby the Holy Spirit.

I have also witnessed communion, participation, and mission being lived out here in the Diocese of Saskatoon,
through our many ministries, programs of support and service, and through the prayer, worship, and sacramental
celebrations in the parishes of our diocese. | thank each one of you for all you are doing and living in order to be the
heart, the hands and the feet, the entire Body of Christ, for our world. Together let us deepen our commitment to
that journey during this year’s Christmas season, and as we enter another New Year.

During these darker and colder days, in the midst of a world dealing with much violence and strife, our hearts
are stirred by the meaning of the call to be alive and to seek God’s grace and peace in all things. As St. Paul reminds
us: “Now may the Lord of Peace Himself give you peace at all times in all ways ...the Lord be with all of you.” (see Il
Thessalonians 3:16)

We also recall that the Saviour who comes to us at Christmas takes on anything that can come between us and
the love of God. He does this through His amazing life, His passion, and His cross — His holy cross which redeems the
world! (St. Francis of Assisi)The way of Jesus Christ calls us to be excellent human beings in all things, in all circum-
stances.

Jesus is the great light and hope that has come into the world. This is the reality that we celebrate joyfully at
Christmas. It is the great good news that GOD IS WITH US. Emmanuel has indeed come! Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
is loving us, suffering with us, caring for us, holding us.

| invite you to take time during this season of preparation and celebration to take a personal inventory of what
we gaze upon, and ...what is the source of our hope? It is so easy to be distracted by temporary or false hopes, as it is
easy to be distracted by false gods that at best endure only for a short time. Jesus is the Way, the Light. He is our
Peace, or source of Healing. He is our real Hope.

| conclude with the words of Pope Leo as we conclude the Jubilee Year 2025 and find the pathway forward in
the coming New Year: “...be authentic Christians and honest citizens... [who] share a vocabulary capable of expressing
things as they are, without duplicity, cultivating harmony among peoples...Peace, is the duty that unites all humanity
in a common search for justice... peace is the definitive and eternal good that we hope for everyone.”

You and | are called to the hope that finds its source in the Saviour who comes to us at Christmas. The Incarna-
tion — Jesus who is the Word of God made flesh among us — is the inspiration and source of all hope. This hope was
the focus of the Jubilee Year, and continues to be our inspiration as we seek to be teachers and patterns of hope for
each other —and for the world.

| take this opportunity to thank each one of you for your love and faithfulness to God and His people, and his
salvific desire for all the world. I also thank you for all that you do every day to respond to the needs of those you
care for, with compassion and care. | wish you, your families, and communities, a blessed and joy-filled Christmas
season!

Sincerely in Christ,
Most Rev. Mark A. Hagemoen
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“Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the
Lord is risen upon thee” (Isa. 60.1).

As we come together to celebrate the Birth of Christ, we
joyfully pray that the world will be filled with the presence of

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: For the foreseeable future, Ryan will be in the parish office Fridays. If
calling and there is no answer, please email him at rnbaker@rcdos.ca.

E-TRANSFERS: Should you wish to donate to St. Francis Xavier Parish by using E-transfers, please
use the following instructions:

*’AA Christ who is the light for the world. 1.  Send an e-transfer using the following e-mail: sfxsaskatoon@rcdos.ca
it We are living at the very challenging time in which we are 2. Use the following question: What is the name of our favorite shrub? The answer is willow.
\ called to bring Christ to others who have been living in dark- 3.  If you wish to use your own questions, please send an email to rnbaker@rcdos.ca with the

ness of sins and lies: answer.

Thank you for your continued support of St. Francis Xavier Parish.

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS: Thank you to all who contributed to this year’s Christmas Hamper cam-
paign. As a parish, we were able to raise $815.00 to help support St. Mary’s Parish create over
300 hampers this year.

The ENVELOPES FOR THE WEEKLY OFFERING for 2026 are now available for pick up in the wel-
coming area. If you are set up for Pre-Authorized Donations, and would like a set of “Special Col-
lection” envelopes, please email Ryan at rnbaker@rcdos.ca and he will prepare a set for you for
2026. If you are wanting to sign up for Pre-Authorized Donations, please email Ryan and he will
send you a sign up form.

We are called to hope, not in humans, but on God who
teaches us how to suffer well through His Incarnated Son, Je-
sus Christ, the Saviour.

We are called to be joyful, not with temporal goodness,
but with God’s goodness.

We are called to bring peace, not of an absence of noises,
but rather of trusting God.

We are called to love, not with selfish love, but with imitation of the uncondi-
tional love that God shows us in His Son, the Emanuel, through the Incarnation, suf-

fering, death and resurrection. St. Francis Xavier has resumed holding Mass at Sunnyside Care Centre on St. Henry Avenue on

Only the Incarnated Word will help us to define the true values of who we are. the second ThurSd?y of every month at 2:00 pm. The next Mass is SChe.dUIed for lanuary 8,
2026. We are looking for volunteers to assist with the mass. If you are interested in volunteer-

. Thaqk you all of you for being faithful to Christ and His Church. Perhaps, we ing or participating, please speak to Fr. Hoang or Jo-Anne Lund for details. All are welcomed to
will be a little prayer to one another, particularly to those who are less fortunate and attend.

SOITOW.
A CONTEMPLATIVE MASS led by Fr. Kevin McGee, will be held at 5 p.m. Friday, Jan. 2 at St.

Mary Parish, 211 Ave. O S. Saskatoon. The rhythm of the Contemplative Mass is a gentle, steady
flow, marked by 20 minutes of silence after communion to allow space for reflection and recog-
nition of the intimate presence of Christ who comes to us through scripture and the Eucharist.
Silence in this form of worship can feel uncomfortable or awkward, especially when experienced
for the first time. We encourage you to relax and rest in the abiding presence of God.

May the Child Jesus fill us all with his grace and wisdom so that we will be
filled with true joy and peace as we celebrate God’s Son, Jesus Christ, “the Word was
made flesh and dwelt among us” (Jn. 1. 14). Let us come to adore Him.

Merry Christmas and Blessed New Year to you and yours!Fr. Hoang Nguyen

Pastor of St. Joseph’s and St. Francis Xavier’s Parish
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