
Information about Masses at St. Francis Xavier Parish 

Please know that many prayers have been prayed for the safety and wellbeing of all of our 
parishioners and their families throughout the entire time that the church has been closed to the 
public. Even though the building is unavailable, WE are the church and so we continue to pray, 
worship and trust in our Lord, Jesus Christ, as we all navigate a new normal! The most important 
thing to remember is that physical distance does not separate us from the love of God and we are 
all still very much His beloved children.  

OUR FIRST MASS IS SCHEDULED TO OCCUR ON SUNDAY, JUNE 7TH AT 9:00 AM. 
Please carefully read the following instructions before deciding on your course of action. It may 
take some time to work out all of the procedures and protocols, so please bear with us in charity 
and patience. We are working within the diocesan and provincial government guidelines to do 
the best we can for our community. 

When we do begin to gather again, it is important that we all understand that the celebration of 
Mass will look and feel MUCH different from what we have been used to. There will be many 
restrictions on what we can and cannot do until we are given other guidelines from our Bishop. 
Here is what you can expect: 

1. The general dispensation from Sunday obligation remains in effect and no one will be 
required to attend Mass. If you are in a more vulnerable group because of your age or 
health status related to heart, lung or immune system conditions, or if you are a 
caregiver for other vulnerable people, we encourage you to not register at this time, 
but to continue to do what you have been doing the last couple of months – watching 
Mass on TV, YouTube or via livestream from one of the local parishes. Those options 
will be continuing for the foreseeable future.  

2. Mass attendance is currently restricted to a limit of 10 parishioners, including Fr. 
Hoang. Therefore, only 9 people will be able to attend. As limits change, we will 
keep you informed.  

3. Personal distancing will be observed within the church, with seating available in 
clearly marked areas only. Other areas of the church will be cordoned off and access 
to them will not be allowed. Family groups or households that are already sharing 
daily space at home will be allowed to sit together while maintaining social distance 
from other attendees.  

4. We will still be offering Masses on Sunday morning at 9:00 am and Wednesday 
morning at 9:00 am. We will be scheduling for 2 weeks at a time and you MUST 
pre-register to attend. 

5. Registration to attend one of those Masses must be done by phoning the office on 
Monday mornings between 9:00 and 12:00 to speak with Ryan. When you phone, 
you will be asked a few health screening questions before continuing. Each person 
from your household who will be attending with you must be registered. There will 
be no option for just dropping in for Mass.  

6. Wearing a mask into and out of the building is encouraged. 



7. The door will be opened about 10 minutes before Mass is to begin and your name will 
be checked off on the list by someone at the door. Once all registered participants are 
in the building the door will be locked during Mass.  

8. You will be directed to use hand sanitizer as you enter the building from the wall 
dispensers. Doors will be blocked open to minimize contact.  

9. Once in your pew, you may remove your mask if you wish.  
10. Mass will proceed in a much simpler fashion. There will be no procession; therefore, 

there will be no cross bearer or altar servers.  
11. You may be asked if you would be willing to proclaim the day’s readings and psalm. 

If so, you will be directed to a spot near the piano, so that we can minimize the 
number of people in the sanctuary space with Fr. Hoang. The microphone will be set 
so that you do not need to make any adjustments to it. Readings will be printed on a 
sheet of paper and placed on a stand. You will be asked to take the papers with you 
when you leave the stand and place them in a recycling bin. 

12. There will be no singing during Mass, since this has been identified as a potential risk 
factor for spreading droplets further. All hymnals and papers have been removed 
from the pews. However, if you have your own missalette from which you wish to 
follow along, you are welcome to do so.  

13. Communion distribution will occur at the end of Mass. Fr. Hoang will bring the 
consecrated hosts to a designated spot, put on a mask, sanitize his hands and then 
distribute Holy Eucharist to those who wish to receive. If you wish to receive 
Eucharist directly on your tongue, you will be directed to be at the end of the group. 
Should Fr. Hoang make direct contact with anyone’s hand or tongue, he will stop and 
re-sanitize his hands before continuing. There will be markings on the floor to 
maintain correct distancing and flow of traffic. You may return to your pew for a few 
moments of prayer or proceed directly out of the building.  

14. There will be no collection taken, but if you wish to make a financial 
contribution, please place it in an envelope and put it in the mailbox by the office 
doors. After each Mass, the mailbox will be cleared by either Judy, Ryan or Fr. 
Hoang. 

15. The ministry schedules that had been established are essentially null and void, as 
there will be no ministries done by parishioners at this time, other than proclamation 
of readings. Fr. Hoang will do the set up and clean up of all items used by him during 
the liturgy. The sacristy will be an off-limits area except for parish staff or cleaning 
contractors.  

16. After each Mass, you will be asked to exit the building promptly. Unfortunately, we 
will not be able to stay and visit in the Welcome Area at this time.  

17. Cleaning of all high-touch services and pews will take place before the next Mass.  
18. Even with all of the many precautions we are planning, you should know that there is 

still a risk of exposure to coronavirus for anyone attending Mass. 

 

 



Anyone wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation should contact Fr. Hoang directly 
at 306-380-5832 or at hnguyen@rcdos.ca to arrange a meeting with him.  

If you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call the office and ask for 
clarification. Ryan is in the office Monday, Wednesday and Thursday. Judy is in and out of the 
office, but any messages left on the office phone go directly to her cell phone as a text or email 
message, so please do leave a message and we will get back to your promptly.  

Thank you all for your patience, your generosity and your anticipated cooperation during these 
unforeseen times. Please keep Fr. Hoang and Judy in your prayers.  


